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On 8 December 1941 (Philippine Islands time) & unit whioh ita Corps
Commander, General Jonathan Wainwright, referred to as "this great Battelion"
went into the field.A 4t every point where the Bettalion was committed it
met &n enemy superlor in numbers, equipment &nd supporting arms. Despite
this disadvantage its aggressivé spirit earried it through to scoomplish
whatever mission it was oharged with, and to set a glowing example for other
units, For all of this enviable record, its leader and Commander, Mejor
Dudley G Strickler, Infentry, wes solely respounsible. All those who were
nesr him until the time when his luck ren out believe this. They believe,
too, that in pet quite two months of war-time duty in Batean Major Dudley Ge
Striékle: completely balanced things up for any peace~time shortoomings he
hads He was killéd in sction at Quineuan Point near Aglelemsa Bay about 1
February 1942, (1)

This narration is recorded by Major Stricklerts former Executive Officer
in the 3rd Battalion 45th Infentry (Philippine Sccuts)e Though five years
have passed sinoe the events took place, the inspiration left by a astrong

wers-time leader remeins fresh,

Louis B. Besbeck
¥ajor, Infentry {
21 Jenuery 1947

(1) "Ref. No. I page 66
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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 3RD BATTALION 46th INRANTRY(P.S.)

AT THE HACIENDA AT MT. NATIB, LUZON, 16-~256 JANUARY 1942
(THE BATAAN CAMPAIGKN)

(Personml experience of a Battalion Executive Officer)

INTRODUCT ION

The entire operstion took place in January 1942, 411 dates refer to
that pericds The recording of the operation took place months and years
after ocourance., Consequently slight dlscrepancies of time, dates and
locations mey orop up. In its larger picture, however, the aooouht is as
correct as cross~ghecking with available persons and records cen make it,

This monogreph coveras the operations of the 3rd Battelion 45th Infantry
(PeSe) in the defense of the Betaan Peninsuls from the move fram Bagac 15
Jampary, through the counter-attack at the Natib Hacienda, the conduct of the
defense on the Labangan River-Natib ﬁaeiendé position, and the retiremen't:'to
the Bagao-Piiar Roed 25 Januery.

A brief summation of the situation in Bataan 6 - 12 January will provide

the reader with the necessary background to orient himg

- THE fENERA‘L S‘ITUATIOH ON LUZON, 6 JANUARY 1942

The strength and agressiveness of the Japaneﬁe Foroes which attacked
Lugon Igland 8 December 1541 forced Headquarters United Stetes Lrmed Foreés
in the Far Bast to &n unpleagant daciaion about 23 December 1941, :(2)\
| In acoordance with the long-atandlng lagt=ditch defense plan, War Plan
Orgn.go #3, the desperation withdrewal was ordered. The Americen-Filipino
foroes of North Luzon and of South luzon couverged &t San Fermendo,
Pempangas, and descended intc Bataan peninsule by the morning of 6 January
1942, Japanese foroes then controlled all the remainder of Imgon, and
~continued heavy pressure on Bataan. (3)

(2) Ref. No. I page 36
(8) Refs No. I page 45
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A TWO CORPS ORGANIZATION FOR THE DEFENSE OF BATAAN

The area of the peninsula was divided for defense purposes into the
West Seotor, oalled the I Corps under Major Gemeral Jonathan Wainwright;
and the East Sectof, called the I Corps under Major Gensral George M,
Parkers, The boundary between sectors was Mount Natid - Meldica - the
Pantingan River (all to the West Sector). (4) |

The main battle position followed the geperal line Abucay - Mt, Natib -
Morsn. The reserve battle position followed the general line Urion - Mt.
Samat -« Bagac. (5)

THE TRCOPS ON THE MAIN BATTLE POSITION

The strong 567th Infantry (P.S.) was on the right of theIl Corps where
the Japanese main attack was expected. The remainder of the'troops on the
main battle position, except for a few thousand trained Philippine Army
soldiers, had been under mobilization or Philippine Army recruilt training
when the war begen just a few weeks before., They were lacking in orgeniza-
tion and training; and were woefully deficient in equipmént and vital
supplies. D&e to lack of food and quinine, hunger agd sickness were soon
to be added to their problems. (8)

THE PHILIPPINE DIVISION

fhere wore three welletrained infantry regiménts in the Philippine
Division. Thege were.the 3lst Infantry Regiment (U.S.) with American
‘officera and American soldiers; and the 45th and 6§7th Infantry'negiments
{P.8.) with American Officers and dependable Pilipino Scout soldiers, (7)

The 31lst Infantry (U.S.) and the 57th Infantry (P.8.)} were assigned
to General Parker's II Corps on fhe East. The 45th Infantry (P.S.} was
assigned to Goneral Weinwright's I Gprps on the West. The 3lst Infantry
(U.8.) was in II Corps reserve; the 45th Infantry (P.S.) was in I Corps
(4) and (5) Ref. No. IT page 18

(6; Ref, Wo. IT Introduction
(7) Personal kuowledge and eyewitness, self.
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regerve, There was no real Army reserve organized as such. (8)

Becauge of the road crossing Bataan Peninsula from Bagac to Pilar
between Mt, Natib of 4200 feet elevation, and Mt. Semat df 4700 feet
elevation, Bagac was considered especially vulnerable to enemy landings. (8)

The 45tﬁ Infantry hed been organiszing the beach.area at Bagac Bay for

defense since 15 December 1941. (10)

Occasional bombings took place, one burning out the center of the town

of Bag&c. Jap observation ships were regularly overhead morning and after-

noon. (11)

THE ORGANIZATION AND EQUIPMENT OF THE 38D BATTALION
' Z5TH INFANTRY (P.5.]

The 3rd Béttalion, like the other two Battalions of.the 45th infantry,‘
had a strength of nearly 600 mon end Officers. These included 151 men in
Company M, the Heavy Weapons Company, and 139 men in sach Rifle Companys
Plus the Battalion Headquarters and a Battalion Medical Détachmant. (12)

Officers, ail Ameriocans, included the Battalion Commander Major Dudley
Gs Strickler; the Battalion Executive Officer Captain Louis B. Besbeck;
Captain Bethard the S8-4; Captain Clifford Croom, Lt. Mc Carty and Captein
Henry Pierce commanding Companies I; X and L respectively; ILisutenants George
Moore and Anthony Ulrich platoon leaders; and Captain Ralph Berkelhamer and
Lt. De Backer the Battalion surgeons. This totalled one Major, four Captains,
three Lieutenants, and two medical Officera. The non-commissioned officers
‘and men were all loyal Philippine Scouts with from six months to twenty years
service, - ﬁost of them were graduates of Philippine High Schools and all
spoke English fluently. Their equipment included late model light -machine
guns, ﬁhough‘tha mounts had not arrived for the guns; 45 caliber automatic
pistols%)NLiGarqnd rifles; latest g;s maskéz 18-30 Caliber heavy Browning-
.maéhina guns; one 81 millimeter morfar without amﬁunition; one 50 Caliber

) (11) (12) Personal knowledge and eyewitness, self.
} (10) Ref. No., II pp. 18 & 23, and self.
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air-cooled Browning machine gun; clinometers, oompasses, field glasses,
lategt web equiﬁment, bed rells, and unlimited ammunition, except for the 81
millimeter mortar. They wore fine leather shoes made in the States for their
special last, woolen Olive Drab clothing and the stesl helmet from the last
war. Their morale was excellent. (13)
It was announced on & Jamuary that due to the Jap blockade all forces
would be provided only half the normal -ration. (14)

12 JANUARY - THE ALERT

On 12 and 13 January parties of key non-commissioned officers and
officers of the Regiment went on reoonnaissance to the area North West of
Bani. Mission: +o0 select positions from which to launch a counter-aftack
in case a tﬁreatened breakthrough developed in II Corps. (15)

Cn 15 January it was snnounced that "Soon the sky will be black with
. planes, and they will be.oursl" It helped morale -~ for a while, but some
weeks later soldiers stopped scenning the sky at the sound of a mottﬁr, as
they gave up hope. (16)

. GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES

| Though the mountains in the part-of Bataan that now concerned the

Regiment do not quite reach 5000 feet in elevation, they, and their approaches
are quite rough. Many streams flowing generally to the Bast cut aoroas thp
pafh of the move to the North. Their channels were rocky ravines of
precipitous sides reguiring slow and careful traverse. The cene fields on
the approaches to Mt., Netib were oultiveted lands which were easily crossed.
But the bamboo thickets in the same viecinity required considerable chopping
in order to advance even ome yard, §17) |

The ground attacked over was of & varied nature, There were groves of
Mango trees in and around the Hacienda, with severel open fields, and ocne

éi(lS) (14) (15) (18) Ref. No. III, and self,
(17) Self.
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.bald ridge. But most of the terrain was of tall sugar cane of a height
greater than headhigh. There was little concealment, and no cover from
eneny small-arms fire. The many ravipes mede possible enemy infiltration
into the position using the concealent of the high banks. The enemy-held

: high ground on the upper slopes of Mt. Natib provided excellent observation
of all.imporfaht terrain features to the East to Menils Bay. {18}

THE REGIMENTAL MOVE TO BANI JANUARY 15-18

The Regiment was ordered to Bani, from the bivouac area nesr Bagac,

at X P 1583, during hours of darkness. At 1900 the 45th Infantry moved ocut by '~

bus, by truck, and by marching to K P 149 on the Pilar-Bagac Road, then
‘Nofth on the Back Road té Bani. Arrived and bivouaced early morning 16
Januveary. The day was uged in recoﬁnoitaring for positions Nbrthwest of Bani.
A few smell Japanese artillery shells fell in the vieinity. They were
believed to ooﬁe from en unlocated Jap mountain gun spﬁewhere‘behind frieﬁdly
lines. {19)

THE BREAK-UP OF THE 518ST DIVISION 12 - 16 JANUARY

That portion of the Main Battle fosition running estride of Mt, Natib
between the occupied portion of the West Sector to the occupled portion of
the East Sector of approximately 9000 meters was not organized for defenss,
but was covered by patrols. The tef;ain was oxtremely diffiéult, fravefsed
.Aby deep gorges and covered with deﬂ#e jungles. It took two days to cross it.
Contact between sectors was never.satisfactorily.established. The 5lst
Philippine Army Division occupied & part of this area in a defensive
position which extended approximately 5000 yards West of the Hacienda into
the heavy undergrowth on the apﬁroaches to Mt., ¥ptib., (20)

(18) self,

(19} Ref. No. III
(:20) Ref. No. I p. 20
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On 12 Janvary the enemy atﬁacked the postion of the blst Infantry
Division (fhilippine Army}e A gap was opened, but a counter-attack closed
it up. On 14 Janmary the Division withdrew to the South bank of the
Imbengan River under continued enemy pressure. By 15 January all ths
Divigion reserves had been committed and Headquarters II Corps was notified
of the criticel naturs of the situation. On 16 January the 5lst Divigion
(P.A.) had disintegrated, the troops utterly routed. Thus the left of the
unit on the right, the 43rd Infantry (P.A.), hed been exposed. The 43rd
Infantry then refused its left flank from its Main Line of Resistance to
its Reserve Line of Resistance., (21)

THE PHILIPPINE DIVISION ORDERED TO COUNTER-ATTACK

In danger of having hig left flank enveloped the Commanding Genersl
IT Corps (Major Genersl Parker) ordered the Commanding General Philippine
Division (Brigadier General Maxon Lough) to counter-éttaék at daylight_l?
January to regain the MLR within the 5lst Division Sector. (22)

Since the 57th Infantry (P.S.) was already committed on the East, -
the only Infantry available in the Philippine Division were the 3lst
(U.8.) and the 45th (P.S.).

About 1700 on 18 January Headquapterslfut Corps issued an order over
the telephone to Regt'l S-3 4bth Infﬁntry thén with the Regiment at Bani
"to proceed to the area Southwest of the ILabangan River and Northwest of
the Cepitangan Valley to be in reserve behind the 3lst Infantry 9U.§.)." (23}

Shortly before dark the Heavy Weapons and some personnel loaded up
and the 45th Infentry started marching to the Capitangen Valley. The
ronte was generally Nofth, following a road-%rack. The night was pertic-
ularly black, with no moon, no stars, no signs, and in places, no roed.

(21) Ref. No. I pp. 31 & 32
(22) Ref. No. II pp. 20

¢23) Ref. No. III
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About 2300 the track turned sharply East and was lost in a maze of small
tracks. Artillery nearby to the North was firing at a fast rgte; meking
splashes in the inky darkness.

The column wes lost. It stopped. A uniformed figure appeared at the
side of the leading wvehicle. Thé Battalion Commender and the Executive
Officer went to him wifh questions about roeds that might be available to
thé column to reach the battle position. He was a General, the Commander
of the 4lst Division (P.A.), and was still under the effects of battle
shock, All he could say was to repsat, "It was awful. They Just faded
away., It was awful,"

An Americen artillery officer appeared out of the dark, and began to
tell of avtrack thet led North. As the group moved away the other figure
followed babbling. (24)

The Regiﬁent was hearing its firgt heavy artillery fire. Action seemed
imminent. Tension increased.

_Slowly advencing until daylight, the column went into a widely
dispersed bivouac at daylight in the Capitengan Valley. Séven feet high
Cogan gress and a few tail Mango trees cut the visibility down. The
Regiment less the lst Battalion and a few spare parts was present. The 1lst
Battelion was lost somewhere Northwest of Bani in the Capiteangen Valley. (25)

As ‘the day broke enemy bombers and observation planes became active.

On the morming of 17 Januery 3lst Infantry (U.S.) attacked in =
I“[oartherly direction with the 2nd Battalion on the right end the lst
Battalion on the left, to restore the line of the 6lst Division (P.A.}. - (26)

The 3rd Battalion 45th Infentry still had some six thousand yards %o
go over rouéh country to arrive at the battle position. A telephone call
placed on e line that happened £o run through the arqg, went through to the
(24) (27) self.

(25) Ref. No. III and self,
(26) Ref. Vo, II p. 32
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Commanding Officer of the 3lst Infantry (U.S.). He plotted his general
position on the map, then requested utmost speed in joining him. (27)

At epproximately 1100 a conference took place between the Commanding
Officer of the Régiment, the Commanding Officer of the'Srd Battalion and
the ngimenfal §-3. Known at the time: The 31st Ianfantry was to the North-

west and needed help. Observed enemy artillery fire on the Abucay«Hacienda

Road denied that road to our vehicles and troops. UNo other East-West routes

were known. Rough, broken country lay ahead., Speed was of the utmost
importance. (28)

The Cammanding Officer 3rd Battalion made a short recomneissance, then
returned at 11315, His order wasg: The battalion would move North at 1200
from the clearing, Cross country, by hand. The Battalion Commander would
go on shead as rapidly as possible with the faster-moving three Rifle
Companies in the leading‘column. The Battelion Executive Officer weuid
follow with the slower-moving Heavy Weapons Company and Medical Detachment.
‘Futire emmunition supply indefini te-carry everything possible. Weapons
carriers were to be sent buck to Service Goméany. Direction of advance
3639 Magnetic Azimuth. In case of any later change of direction by the
leading column a messenger or sign would be found. (29)

THE MOVE CROSS~-COUNTRY TO THE HACIENDA 17 JANUARY,
4

At 1200 the Battelion point moved out, the 2nd Battalion a half mile
to the East, ths lst Battalion lost far to the Wegt. For the next seven
days the 3rd Battslion had no contact with any other combat unit of the
Hﬂgimenﬁ. {30) |

At 12:056 & Battery of truck«dreawn 76t s éams'wheeling into the clwaring

In & hurry to fire +trails were dropped, trucks scurried into the high Cogan

grass. Then e Jap observation plene glided in end leisurely circled overs

(27) self.

(28) Ref. No. III and self.
(29) self. '

(30) Ref. No., III & self.
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head. No firing took place.

| The 3rd Battelion was a singing outfit. The soldiers liked to sing
the Filipinﬁ rice~planting abngs‘as they merched. But in the second cclumn
for the following 24 hours,)across rbugh hills, dry rice paddies, rocky
streams, esch soidier carried elghty pounds of machlne gun ammunition.
"Normally, with all his equipment, he weighed up to 140 pounds., There wes
no singing then with that increasingly heavy load on his back, and an empty
stomach,

Aé_the second column soon lost sight of the faster mbving Battelion
Commanaer and the riflemen, the compass bscame the guide on the announced
azimuth. While orossing thé southern side of the Capitangan Valley the
Regimentel Commander and the 2nd Battalion Commender, marching unescorted,
joined‘the column from the scutheast at about 1530. At 1600 the 3rd
Battalion was united agsin, as ‘the Battalion Commander end his group were
weiting at the oldynative trail which paralleled the East-West ridge between
the Capitangan and the Santa Cruz Rivers, Here the emergency rations were
crdered to be eaten, but the soldiers to & man had already eaten ths .
smergency retion from their packs without orders. They WEré very hungry. (31)

After s short rest the column changed direction and marcﬁed due West
along the old native trail. A% about 17:30 the hesed of the column started
across the deep, wide and steep-sided gorge of the Capitangan River.

Slowly, in single filé, the column worked its way across the stepping stones
aﬁd collected in & Mango grove on the north side. Again the Batﬁalion
Commander hurried on té the West as soon as ﬁost of the riflemen had arrived.
Hig instructions to the Executive Officer were to follow a trall leading
West out of the grove when all the slower elements had gathered. (32)

It was 19:30 and dark when the last m#n finally crossed. The column
moved out, but encountered a fork in the trail at 20:30., No sign or marker

was evident in the pitchwblack night. Security outposts were set out, the

(31) (32) self.
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o ®
men were told to go to sleep on the trail. The Battalion Executive Officer
took his runner and went on reconnaissance. An outpost of a Philippine Army
unit was discovered,-but,no information about aﬁything was forthcoming.
Throughout the early morning hours the sound of 166 mm. artillery pro-
Jeotiles going north into snemy tarritor& from behind the trail was most
reagsuring. (33)

COMMANDING OFFICERS 45TH INFANTRY (P.S.) AND 21ST INFANTRY
(U.S.) CONFER 18 JANUARY

About 02:00 guldes from the 2lst Engineer Unit”(P.A.) met the lesding
column and escorted th;ee 45th Infantry 6fficers, the Regimental Commender,
the Regimental S-3, and the 3rd Battalion Commander, to the Commend Post of
the 4lst Division. Colonel Steels, Commending Officer of the Elsf Infantry
(v.8.), aﬁd Colonel Fortier of the 4lst Division (P.A.) were there. The
46th Infantry (P.S.) was requested to bring up the remainder of the Regiment
with all speed to the area South of the 3lst Infantry (U.S.). It was
expected that the entire Regiment would attack on the right of the 3lst
Infantry. The Commanding Officer and the $-3 46th Infentry departed at
04100 to bring up the other two Battalions. (34)

The map used during the conference was an Engineer blueprint map having
no coordinates and showlng no detail. Neither the definite location of the
41st Division Commend Post nor the definite location of the 3lst Infantry
troops could be ploﬁted on the map. (38}

THE ARRIVAL OF THE 3RD BATTALION 46TH INFANTRY (P.S4)
AT THE HACIENDA 18 JANUARY

The leading column of the 3rd Battalion 45th Infentry (P.S.) moved to
an attack position to the rear of the 3lst Infantry and 1000 yards East of
the Hacienda. (386)

The second column on the trail was awake at daybreak to see two P-40's

(33) Self.
(34) & (35) Ref, No. III
{(38) Self.
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jump three Japanese planes and shoot one down over Abgcay to the East. The
Air Force was visible for the first time, and things looked brighter. As

the sky brightened s warker was found; = piece of toilet tissue was discovered
ten yards along on the North Fork of the trail.

The column was almost light~hearted és'it moved‘off. But the trail
gradually ascended a long, narrow ridge which had eurved'to the northeast and
led into intensely thick vegetation on the lower slopes of Mt., Nabib. Four
hours marching teward known enemy térritory where everything was awfully,
awfully quiet, brought a feeling of concern. Then a foghorn North Carclina
voice roundly cursing itslluck about gomething, turned the column toward a
heavily wooded slope 500 yards to the nbrtheast.. The voice belongea to the
Commander of Company I. The Battalion was on fhe other side of the Santa.
Cruz Mver, When the attack was made two hours iater, énemy fire came from
1500 yards farther up the trail,

The Battallion Executive Officer crossed the Santa Crusz River, chopped
through baﬁboo for half an hour, and discovered the three Rifle'Compénies
sprawled out in the sugar cane patch, resting, and eating the sugar cane,

The Battalion Commander was crouched in the road at the edge of the cane
field, 1000 yﬁrds East of theAHacienda, studying a map. The Battalion
Executive reported that all the Heavy Weapons Company, the Mediocal Detachment,
and a few riflemen of Company L were then crossing the river 1000 yards awsy.
The Cormander wanted to know how soon they could attack from whers we were.
They oould not be ready for an hour. (37)

THE DANGEROUS SITUATION OF THE 318T INFANTRY (U.S;) ABD
TEE CHANGE OF PLANS 1B JANUARY

On 18 January the 31st Infantry (U.S.) failed to meke any advance. ({38)
The 31st Infantry's left flank was about 500 yards east of the Hacienda,

| end 150 yards north of the main road., The sugar oane extended several hundred

§

(37) 8elf,
(38) Ref. No. II p. 33.
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yards east and north where & bare noss of a low ridge showed above the cane

‘ about a thousand yards short of the tree-lined river bank. Two large gullies
curved about the cane fleld and then northeast toward the river. With this
VEry vulnerablé flank the 31st Infantry was receiving airbomatic and smali-

arﬁs fire from the east and from the north. Though the plan had been to commit
- the three 45th Infantry Battalions on the right of the 31st, enamy pressure |
mede it necessary for the Commanding Officer 3lst Infantry to send the 3rd
Battalion 45th Infentry to the left, (39)

| The deciaion of the Commending Officer 3rd Battalion 45th Infantry was:

To attack immediately without the Medical Detachment and Company M, which

TN

were still crossing the Santa Cruz River: To use instead, the Medical
Detachment of the 2nd Battalion, which had become lost from its own unit and
was at hand: To attack at 12:00 (in thirty minutes) West toward the
Hacienda along the Road in extended approach march formation: Order of
March; Companies L, I, XK. The leading elements were to reach and clean out
the seven one-atory buildings of the Hacienda: Then all three companies were
to turﬁ 900 to the right and attaok due north on a total front of about 500
yards. Company K on the right was to maintain contact with the left unit of
the 3lst infantry. Objectives the curving labangan River Bank 1800 yards
North., (40) '

THE ATTACK FROM THE HACIENDA BY THE SRD BATTALION 45TH

INFANTRY (P.S5.) AND THE SRIZUNE OF THE LABANGAN
‘ RIVER

The attacking Battalion moved out at 12:00 as plenned, The point had

moved out about 300 yards across open fields when a single shotffro? the left
front brought the point man down with a hole in his head. (41)

The point pulled backe A flénk patrol was sent out. The point moved
out agein end completed the occupation of the buildings without resistance.
The three Rifle Companies faced north and attacked in that direction.

Company K on the right found its men climbing the backs of the left dompany
(59) (40) & (41) Self,
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_ of the 31st in the heavy sugar oane, The attaock halfod and was oalled back,
| (ompeny K moved around from the 3rd Battalion right flank to the left,

meking the order left to right X, L, I. |

By this time (13:00) the Medical Detachment and compw ¥ had errived and
were resdy to-join in the attack, The Senior Medical Officer of the 3rd
Bettslion Medical Detsohment insisted that thet was his party, 80. the 2nd -
Battalion Detaolment was relieved, One platoon of four Compeny M Heavy
)ll’nohino‘ gdns s 30 Caliver, wes attached to each Rifle Companys, The 50 Caliber

Meohine Gun and the 81 mm ;ﬁoi-ur were set up at the Line of Departurs with
| 360° peoctors of fire, The two weapons constituted the sole Batialion Reserve,

Shortly after 13100 the ontife Battalion jumped offs Under the impetus
of eighteen firing Machine Gune and approximmtely five hundred fifty determined
Filipino Soouts the Battalion hed gained its objective by 16530. Then the
three Rifle Companies spread out to the right and left to securely hold about
1400 yards of Iabangen River Bank. (42)

Contaot on the right was m\de with Company ¢ 3lst Infentry (U.8.) by
Company I 46th Infantry (Pe8e). (43)

Compeny K on the left had an exposed left flank but oould cover much}of
it by fire fram the river positions (44)

The 3rd Battalion 45th Infantry (P.S.) atteoked to the left of the 3lst
Infantry (U.S.) and reached the Main Line of Resistances It was in contect
with the 3lst Infantry (U.S.)s (46)

The cost had not been light, Heavy Jop Machine Gun fire from the left
flank and left front lmooked out most of the men nd weapons of the Heavy
Ma.chh;e Gun Platoon attached to Company L, Many snipers in the grove of Mango
tfeaa to the front of Company K were shot down by the Haohine:' guns attached
to thet Company, but only after the snipers had caused numerous oasualties
(42) & (44) elf.

(43) As telephoned to Bn C.Ps by Ca-pt. Clifford Croom Ce0Os I Cos
(45 Refs No. II Pe 38, ‘
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‘among troops whe had not yet learned to lock into trees,

Qoming of darkness soon after the firefight delayed the finding of many
wounded in the thiok sugar cane until the next day, |

Forty five casualties were treated at the Battalion Aid Station. (46)

Shortly after the consolidation of the River Line & semiw-perimeter defense
was set up.

Because of the Japanese infiltration methods the Battalion Commander
wished to burn the extensive cane pstoh which covered the center of the
Battalion Defense area, He could not do so because of the Filipino wounded
who might yet be alive in the canefield. |

The first meal in 36 hours arrived about 21300, Approximately eleven
more me&ls res&ched the Battalion in the next seven deys.

THE SECOND ATTACK OF THE 81ST INFANTRY (U.Se) AT
THE BACIENDA 19 JANUARY

During the morning & Company attack wes made by & unit ‘of the 3lat Infen try.
Attacking from the Haciends Road; from behind the positions of Compsnies L and
I 46th Infentry; in a northeast direction. The attack failed to gain,

THE DEFENSIVE POSITION ON THE IABANGAN RIVER

The 3rd Battalion 45th Infemtry (P.S.) was attached to the 31st Infentry
(U.8.), on the 19th January, and was the left element in the Abucay-Mt. Natib
line, Their left (West) flank was exposed. The country was very broken, and
woodeds (47)

On the squth bank of the river Companies K, L, and I, 46th Infantry, were

“dug in in contaot with the J.oft unit of the 3lst Infantry (U.S.) Rifle and
¥achine Gun positions covered the river and the opposite bank for a Battalion
front of about 1400 yards,

On the exposed hill to the South of Company K's dangling flank Machige-

Gun positions were occupied at night only. During daylight hours the ares

(48) As told to self by Bu Surgeon Capte. Berkelhamer 19 January 1942
(47) Refs Ko, II Pe 32 :
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wes covered by fire by Machine Guns from the left rear and from Company K's
position,

Four Mechine Guns constituted the main defense of the left rear, with
riflemen protecting them, Riflemen to the rear and right rear ocoupied 2-
man fox-hbléa. Battalion Headquarters Detachment personnel occupied a ring
of one-man fox~hcles around the hole where the Battalion Commend Post wes in
the open space between two buildings of the Hacienda,

ne telephone wire to Company I connected the Front line with the
Battalion Commend Post, Another wire connected with Headguarters 45th
lofantry (P.S.) several thousand yards to the Bast.

The Japs used harassing measures nightly, Small groups infiltrated to
about theA center of the Battalion area and fired tracer bullets from autos
matic weapona during 1.'.119~ nights Other Japs to the rear of the position then
replied with more tracers, emulating a fire fight.

They disoharged large firecrackers which produced the hollow sound of
discharging mortar projectiles, (48)

The Japs blew bird whistles all night long. Fires started up in the
_sugar cane to the resr. Long range Machine éun Qnd Mortar fire fell on the
rear areas, Long stringe of Jap firecrackers dropped by atrplane with delayed
fuses, would stavrt popping at different times from all parts of the position.
The fireorackers duplicated the orack of the Japaness small-bore smmunitions (49

The Filipino soldiers were disturbed by these trioks the firat night,
But by the second night, the veteran garrison galdiers had become battle
veterans. Firecrackers snd bird-oanlls were wasted on thems (60)

The first known deserter was recovered by & patr§1 to Mt. Natib; . six =~
month recruit from Gompahy L. (&1)

The Japanese fired meny red flares at night fron; all about the Battalion
position, Whenever they fired & flare, Company I fired seversl more, (62)
(48) 8elf.

(49) =~ (62) All references peraonal knowledge and oonversation with persons
concerned.
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& heavy Machine Gun of Compeny L bﬁrned outs One of M.compa.ny'n from
the left rear was sent to the Rifle Compeny on the kitchen truck ﬁhat night, (563)

Most of the old 3" mortar ammmition proved to be duds, (54)

All these were the small matters of light houskeepinge.as the 3rd
Battalion 45th Infan try sat in a dangercus defensive position with its flank
wide open in air and with & half dozen avemes of penetration which a clever
onemy eoulsl find to.gain surprice in a day or night attacks But, nothing
heppeneds (55)

A Filipino rifleman of Company I on the river line sat up scmewhat
too erect in his fox-hole. & Jap bullet went through his foreh.aall. (c86)

Uging the Battalion telescope of about three inoh lens cirounmference,

e Battalion Headguarters soldier viewed the enemy position across the river
from the roof of a building of the Hacienda hundreds of yards from where any
Japs should be., A single shot struck the. lens of the soope. (57)

Enemy movement was seen oceasiﬁnally in _thc; distance across the river to
the s £t flank, (68)

A lone Jap soldier stealing to the river for a ofn of water at duak
didn't meke ite A Jap observer with s telescope was shot out of & tree across
the river from Company I. (69)

But nothing happened, _

Then, & patrol of three Fhilippine Scouts to Mt. Netib returned with thé
information that as they hid near & trail on the meuntain, & regiment of Jap |
soldiers had marched past them going South around the left flank, (60)

JAP ACTIVITY IN THE ABO-RBO RIVER VALLEY 17-24 JANUARY

Hoatile raiding patrols moving South and Eest slong the Abo«Abo River
Valley harassed the rear areas, Onoe Philippine Army Regiment secured the
Gultol-Hacienda trail until 21 January at 21500 when it was attacked by Japs
(63) = (56) All references personal knowledge and conversstion with persons

concerned,

(87) (B8) (B9) Self, syswitneass, J
(60) The patrol from 3d Bn 45 Inf. Told to self by Bn C. O..
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from the East and Northe Several attacks and counter-attacks on both sides
took place in the sres until 24 Janusry and the withdrawal to the South. The
threat to the rear was serious, but it was kept under ocontrol, (61)

THE REFUSAL OF THE FIANK FROM THE IABANGAN RIVER POSITION

21 January & Lieutenant Colonel from the (General Staff of Headquarters
II Corps arrived at the Battalion Command Post 3rd Battalion 456th Infantry
at thé Hacienda, The Commanding Officer 3rd Battalion 3lst _infantry (UeSs)
discussed the withdrawal from the position, A Jap dive bomber dropped one
bomb aeventy;-fiw feet from the group. The conferenos ended with the
immedisate diaappearance of the representative from II Corpses (62)

- (n 22 January the siﬁation on the left flank grew worse. Repeated
attacks and counter-attacks were made » but no material gains were made, On
the oontrary. the lst Battalion 31st Infantry (U.S.) was forced to withdraw
from the Main Line of Resistance to & position south of the Abucay-ﬁaoi;ndn
road, and faoing Mt. Netibe (68)

At 1300 22 January the Captein Commanding Company I telephoned the
Battalion Commend Poat to report that men of Company ¢ Slst Infantry could be -
' ~ geen withdrawing South; that a patrol he had sent to the Bast to contact the
31st Infantry reported that nobody wes on the position; that the Japs were
not attacking; that all wes quiet. (64)

In the abssnce of the Battalion Commanding Officer the Battalion
Exeocutive ordered the Commtnding Officer Company I to send Seourity detach-
ments to his right flank; to advise Commanding Officers of Companies I and K
that & ohange might be imminent; &nd to hold the position, (65)

At 13545 Commanding Officer 5rd Battalion 46th\Infamtry returned to 3rd
Ba'l;.talion Command Post. A withdrawal from the labangan River Line had been
ordered; to refuse the extreme lsft flank at 14200, (66)

Ref, Noes II ppe 365~36,
Self, eyewitness,
Refe Nos II ppe 34

& (66) BSelf, Personnl telephone conversation.
Self, Peraonal converaation and observetion.
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At 14300 the 3rd Battalion 46th Infan try withdrew south-east from the
labangan River to organize & position behind the 3lst Infantry., Compeny I
streamed aoross the open ridge in the center of the Battalion position;
Companies X and L through the sugar cane to thé West. Contact with the
enemy was broksn eagily, The Battalion Commander led the Companies to their
new positionse (67) '

At the extreme left flank the Battalion Exeocutive Officer with four
miohine gans and & squad of riflemen formed & screen until all units of the
Battalion had passed through the 3lst Infantry poaition. (68)

At once the preparat'ion began of orgenizing the Battalion position 100
yards behind that of the 3lst Infantry. The new position extended from a
point 1000 yards emst of the Haciendn at the Hacienda Road, to the south and
southeast aboutl000 yards through the sugar cane, (69)

Enemy air activity became intense as observation and bombing planes
droned overhead ocomtinually for the next two daya. (70)

Enemy 106 mm artillery fire bracketed tﬁo Battalion Command Post at
two hour intervals for‘ the next two days., Hot fragments showered in all
direoctions. A fire was started in the suger oane threatening the entire
position, With & Jap observation plane circling just overhead the entire
Company M came out of concealmsnt md extinguished the blaze inm &n hour. (71)

Heavy outbursta of delayed fuse firecrackers popped on all sides day
and nighte The hostile rifle fire to the left front and the fireorackers in
all directions sounded almoast identicales (72) |

& Filipino driver repofted- that ‘while his half-ton Weapons Carrier
was parked in the Mango grove at the extreme right of the Batitalion position
it had been stolen. An Amerioan soldier of the 3lat Infantry walked up,
Jumped into the truck, and rapidly drove away to the east, Neither the
truck, the load of smmunition or the soldier were ever seen agnin, (73)
(87) B8elf. Personal conversation and cbservation.

(68) = (73) All references after observation or conversation with psrscns
concerned, : . '

%2



® @

The 8rd Battelion 46th Infentry (P.S.) had been 6n:the M L R and on the
‘extreme left; tt was with&rawm through the gep between the Jrd and lat Bat-
talions 3lst Inca;ntry (UeS.) and placed in 31at Infantry reserve, It made
several oounter-att;.oks to stop the enemjr who wes meking determined efforts
to penetrate the gap. (74) |

It was now evident that the M L R in the 5lst Divieion (P.Ae) Sector
could not be restored by the Philippine Divieion. (75)

THE WITHDRMI’AL FR(M THE ABUGAY H&GIENDL PGSITION TO

On 22nd January Najor General Suthorland, Chief of gtaff USAFFE,
discussed the situation with General Parker, decided that withdrawsl from
the Abuosy - Mte Natib poaitioﬁ was essential,

The reasons for the withdrawal at this time were apparent: |

(1) Disintegration of the &lst Division (P.A.) had left & gap in the
main battle position for six days. |

(2) Failﬁre of the counter-attasck of the Philippine Division to
re-establish the M L R within the 5lat Division (P.A.) sectors

(3) Unknown strength of the enemy that had pemetrated into the Abo-Abo
river corridor through this gape |

(4) Loas of contact batween I and II Corps.

(6) A&ll reserves of the I and II Corps had besn committed except
olements of the 3lst Division (Peks)s

(8) Possible enemy envelopment of the Abucay-Mt. Natib position thus
mking & later withdrawsl impossible.

(7) The enemy wes in the rear of the Main Battle Position in the I
Corps Bectors (76)

The II t;:orps plen of withdrawal waas

(1) Heavy artillery and service installations to start withdrawal the

(74) & (75) Ref, HO. I1 pe 34
(76) Refs Nos, II pe 37
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night 23«24 Januery, to be completed daylight 26 Janusry,

(2) A oovering force to be established along the general line Wawa «
Cupang = Bani = Guitols Withdrawal of covering foree troops to this line
to start &t 19:00; from this ocovering force line to the new battle position
at 231303 to bé completed by daylight 28§ January,

(3) A shell consisting of one rifle company aﬁd & platoon of machine
guns from each front line Battelion, &nd & battery of 76 mm. guns from ,eaoh
front line regiment to start withdrawal at 03500 26 Januarys, (77)

During 23rd and 24th Jaruary the 3lst Infantry reported increasing
pressure coming from south of the Haciends, All mortar smmunition was
exhausted. 3rd Battalion 46th Infantry mortar developed & oracked collar
oclamp, so the remaining twenty rounds of mortar ammunition were taken to
Company H 31st Infantry. (78)

One Battery 24th Field Artillery reported to Commending Officer 3rd
Battalion 46th Infantry, and fired several missions on 23rd and 24th
January. (79)

THE 31ST INFANTRY (U.S.) PLIAN OF WITHDRAWAL 24 JANUARY

During the mideafternoon 24 Yanuary Commending Offioer 3rd Battalion
46th .Iniuntry weg called to the Command Post 8lst Infantry. A withdrawal
was ordereds

In acoordance with general withdrawal ordered from the Abucay-Mt,
Netidb battle position to the Reserve Battle Position on the Bagso - Pilar
Road the 3rd Batihlion 46th Infantry would organize & screen in its present
area, The two 3lst Infantry Battalions in the front of that area would

break contact with the enemy end withdraw through the screemn at 20:00 that
| night 24 Januery. A soreen oonsisting of tenks only would be in position
5000, yerds o the east. The 3rd Battelion 46th Infantry would pass through
the tanks, and proceed to.busea which would be waiting, by 05:00. After

(77) Ref, Noe II pe 38
(78) & (79) 8elf, Personal knowledge end observation
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03300 the tanks would fire at anything that moved. (80)

Orders frem Genersl Waimrright's I Corpe Headqusr ters were received
23 or 24 January, The 45th Infantry Regiment would revert to I Corps upon
withdrewsl, and would proceed to Baghce. (81)
Note: Though it is used ordirarily in a somewbat different menner, the
term "Soreen" was used by the Heedquerters and persons concermed, to desoribe
the deleying foroce in this action,

SRD BATTALION 46TH INFANTRY (P.S.) PLAN FOR WITHDRAWAL
OF THE SCREEN = THE RETIREMENT 24-25 JANUARY

The Commander Jrd Battalion 46th Infantry decided to use two companies
in the sereen. The order was givens

Compenies K, M, Battelion Medical &nd Headqusirtera Detachments, and
&ll trucks, at 21100 would prooeed Bast on the Hecienda Road from the meerby
Mango grove, then to the former bivouao #roa near Kilometer Fost 147 on the
Pllar~Bagac Road. _

Compeny 1 ‘on the left and Company 1 on the right would organize a
screen oxtending to the ieft and to the right of the existing Battalion
position,

At 20400 318t Infentry troops would withdraw through the Battalion
position,

The 3rd Battalion 45th Infentry, less the retiring Column, would slowly
withdraw fighting & delaying action until 03:00, At thet time the Battalion
would pass through a screen of tanks 3000 yards to the ezst. Buses waiting
on the other aide of the tenks would oarry the troops to Kilometer Post 147
where the Battealion would bivoues, (82)

| About 16300 24 January Japanese pressure became heavy along draws
leading into the position from the wests A substantial fire fight was in
(80) Self, Informed by Bn C O at the time,

(81) Ref. No. III
(82) Self,
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progress, At 18200 a hot meal of cooked fiee was fed the 3rd Battalion on
the poaitic);n. At 19300 troops began to leave the 3lst Infantry position,
running to the rear through the troops of the 3rd Battalion 46th Infantry.
At 20300 the 3rd Battalion 46th Infentry had taken over the fire fight almost
ag plamned. Some Compeny K troops could not breek oontaoct as a full Jap
night attack was launcheds At 21:00 the Battallon Executive Officer led the
retiring oolumn to the Bagho-Piler Road rendezvous, the trucks by way of the
Eagt Road, and marching troops by way of the Back Roads (83)

Burning strew piles and Nipa huts dotted the area for miles:as

infiltrating Japanese sought to disorgenize the rear areas. (84)

| In the dek ying foroe, the particularly dark night, flurries of“;haavy
firing,._and similarity in height and uniform between the Japanese and our
own Filipino soldiers presented problems in controlling the maneuvers of
the two Campanies, But the solid defense of the sharp-shooting Phillppine
Scouts slowed down the Jap rushes. . (85)

Armed only with & pistol, &and wearing an old khaki oap instsad of his
helmet, the Battalion Comander worked up and down the screen end kept the
two Companies working together. About six hours later he brought his entire
force through the tank position to the east. (86)

The promiged buses wers not available. The retirement by méroching by
way of the Back Road and the Bagao=Pilar Road was & forced marche The milea
of road were oovered with retiring troops, but no bombing was seens The lsst
of the 3rd Battalion troops redched the bivouac at Kilomefer Post 147 by
10200 26 Jenuary. (87)

" "The withdrawel which had to be effected by the morning of Jamuary 26,
had an cbvious pjrpose. It moved the I and II Corps baock to less mountainous

ground, relievedithe pressure on Parker, and got us away from that infernal

85) & (86) As told to melf by C O Co., I 256 Jamuary 1942

283§ & (84; Self,
(87) B8elfs Personsl observation.
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_mountein whioh separated our Corps in the first position on Batasn.," (88)

(88) Refes No. I Pe» 62

ANALYSIS, CRITICISM AND LESSONS LEARNED

For anslysis the operation may hest be dividsd into two phagess First;
the move to the bettle position 15-18 January, end second; the ocountere
attack and the defensive maneuvers at the battle positions The first pheses

I+ About the deley in dispatohing the 45th Infantry Regiment to Mt.
Natib, Though it must be noted that the threat of a Jap landing on the West
Coagt of Ba-ﬁa.n, which o.ctﬁo.lly materislized about 22 January, could have
beez::a'e'bermining faotor in keeping the 45th Infentry at Bagac until 16
Jamuary, the record must show that the Regiment wes fino.llfr dispatohed to
the II Corpss The conclusion must be drawn, then, that the dispatohing
o.\ithor:lty was either unaware of the situation on the M L R or, being .awo.ra
of the need for the Regiment in two different places at the stme time, was
unable to cane to the correct deciglen until quite ]até.

LESSON LEARNED =~ Prompitmesse A good decision made too late had already

loat value even before sotlom is taken,
IIs Then, when the desperate need for help was recognized on 15
Jamary, thkree-and-e2-helf deys were spent treaversing the comperatively
. short distance to the battle positions The attempt to maintain the secrecy
of night marcheés over unfamiliar, ummerked, broken ocountry, was :;‘ina.lly
ebandoneds The last frantic march to the actusl battle position gave up
all pretense 40 secrecy. One notes that?}apamse Air Force was not inter-
ested im bombing marching foot troops 17«18 January in the I corps.__\
This abandoned plan for secrecy cost the 45th Infantry countere
attacking force two dayﬁ time and the loss of & possible co=oriinated atteck
of two regiments, instead of piecemesal atiacks, Had the Regiment left Bagac
by daylight 16 January and reundezvoused with the 5lst Infantry (U.S.) prior

to the attack, & coordinated counter-atteck of possible success could heve
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been mede by noon 16 Jamuary, The following might have been avoideds |

gl) The plecemeal desperation attacks of the 3lst Infantry Regiment
on 17 Jemusry, of the 3rd Battalion 46th Infentry on 18 January, and of the
let and 2nd Battalions 46th Infantry on 19 January,

(2) The bogging down end frittering away of the units of the 3lst
Infantry prior to the arrival of any assistance on the baitle positions When
help arrived the 3lst was spent,

The advantages of ordering & night march over a day maroch when the
enemy controls the sky are obvious. But -in an emergency the loglstiocs table
must be oonsulted. The deoiaiqn, now, is not sc obvioug, The decision to
permit troops to slowly oreep fomrdl &t night when extended marching order

' during the dey would eave precious time, proved faulty.

LESSON LEARNED - When emergency dictates, hendbooks must sometimes be

pushed aside and risks taken.

e o BT

III. The approtch merch was made in & vacuum from informetion of the
enemy, By mere chance two hundred members of the 3rd Battalion‘'s second
column were diverted from the tragedy of walking into an ememy positien on
18 January,

The abaence of markers, signposts, or humdn guldes in the II Corps
at the time thet large organizationg of troops were blundering about overl'bhe
unfemiliar terrain, proved a costly and serious hendiocap, IY ahoulgl not be
a-goo great deménd on & (orps headguarters to provide a helf-dozen guides
with aiéna s Or to provide one guide in & jeep to lead the way,

LESSON LEARNED = Efficient troop movements require preplanning, and

close oowaperation with the moving units while on the wey.

T i

IVe A good mep exilrl_:ed. Copies had been issued to & few units of the
Philippine Division. But most units hed mere sketches, bduewprints or
gasoline roud meps. The difficulty of co~ordination between units, due to
other ceausea of terrain and situstion, wes increased by this laok of a

standard, reliable mep. The possession of adequate maps by higher head-

28

990



quarters alone is not sufficient.

LESSON LEARNED =~ It is a responsibility of oomnand tha.t a.dequate mapa

be ava:llable for all eohelons down o 'I:he platoon.

i o b e oy o e

The second phase, the countor-at-taok and defensive maneuvers at the
/%at‘t:le positions

Ve Despite the lack of informetion of the ememy or of the terrain, the
initial counter-ettack was ‘mide with no reserve against an er..teuny whioh oould
kave been in position on the ground for four days or more, The Battalion |
Commander used every man and weapon in the organizetion in onme strong push’
for the objective, the first tim? the troops sew action,

The gemble sucoceeded handsomely.

LESSON LEARNED = When oonfuaion existn, with no information available,

s P

8 quiok, energetio a'btack with everything a.vailable somot:hma carriea) 'bhrcugh.

VIs The withdram.l of lc::mpany C 31st Infantry from the battle position
one hour before the established time without advising the adjecent unit on
the left fortunately caused no damages There was only & loss of confidence
in any future close liai.son.

LESSON LEARNED = The Golden Rule should exist on the battlefield, but

proteot yourself at all times, )

Vile The refuaal- of the extreme left flank during daylight hours when
enemy pressure wis not heavy can be oriticizeds A& withdrawal after dark six
hours later would have kept the enemy uncertain as to the diasposition of
troops for sixteen hours longer, and would have provided a breathing spell,
a8 it vrorlﬁed out, the enemy wes pressing on the refused line the same afterw

noon of & mid-afternoon withdrawal, troops unprepared,

LESSON LEARNED = When at all possible hold in the position until dark-
ness, then wi'bhdraw.

VIiI. The larger-than-ordered delaying foroce worked out as ordered.

The force was ready and took over the screen function shortly before schedule.
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Several decorations were won during its operation. The officers aand men
concerned dessrve high commendation for executing a difficult but successful
operation gnly six days after their first being committed to batile,

Two other 'Bo.tl:al:l.ona which were in another part of the nsme operation
(Cots C and F of 46th Infentry) had organized screens of only one rifle
company each. The Japs infilirated through them and out them oz;f behind
the Jap liness The Comwending Offiocer of the Srd Battalion 465th Infentry
brought back his troopse

LESSON LEARNED ~ (1), Troops of high morale and good training require

but one good firefight to emerge as combat vetorans of considerable reasoursge,

(2)« The problem of the number of tfoops to use in a given operation
mey be solved most economically by committing more troops and by baving &
greater percentage of them return to fight again,

IXe The! 3rd Battalion 45th Infantry attecked at the Natib Hacienda
without any support whatsoever. There was no Arvillery, no Air, no Engineer,
no Navy, no Tanks, no G=-2, no Corps, no Diviaslon, no Regiment, no food.

The Battalion had to attack to resch its assigned Line Of Departure,

While attacking to the front it was vulnerable to the rear,. |

The ordered frontal attack was made in mld-day, through auger cane over
hos;d-high, whioh gave a false sense of security to a unit in its first
skirmish, againat an invisible enemy which had had control of the terrain for
four deys,

The troops were hungry and tired, the last meal was eaten 25 hours before.

The Battalion jumped off, met resistance, pushed on to gain its
objective, taking oasualties as it advanced 1800 yurds.

The lack of long~renge pre=-planning on & higher levek; the congequent
lack of close co~ordinntion between units of the seme attacking foree; the
confusion and final grasping-et-straws as a rqgult of ordered missions whioh

were impossible of acoomplishment in the time ordereds A4All these cumulative
30
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shortoomings can be overcome on the battlefield itselfs

During the three-and-ane~half days leading to its first battle action
the 3rd Battalion 46th Infantry had been under orders from five hea.dquartersi-
The 45th Infantry Regiment, The Philippine Division, The I Corps, The II
Corps, end the 3lst Infantry had all told what to do. When the Battelion
reached the attack position it was finally being run by one RESPONSIBLE
headéuarters. 4t Battalion level it was posaible, finally, to have ordefs
given and to see them ocarried out without having to submit them to the
killing detaohment of official liaison,

The dependability of the worthy Philippine Scout in a emall unit;
under tha'agresive leadership of e low-ranking Field Officer; in but litstle_
more than three hours of viotorioua:s combat; made up :l_.n some measure for
the .ﬂumbling ebout of the prewiouas three days. |

LESSONS LEARNED = Small units win the battles. |
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